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Cross-linguistic typological work on negation has paid most attention to standard negation, i.e. the
negation of declarative verbal main clauses (Dahl 1979; Payne 1985; Dryer 2013a,b,c; Miestamo
2005, 2013). Other aspects of negation that have received at least some attention in large-scale
typological studies include the negation of imperatives (van der Auwera & Lejeune 2013), the
negation of stative (nonverbal, existential, etc.) predications (Croft 1991; Eriksen 2011; Veselinova
2013), the negation of indefinite pronouns (Haspelmath 1997, 2013; Van Alsenoy 2014), abessives
(Stolz et al. 2007), the effects of negation on the marking of NPs (Miestamo 2014), and negative
replies to questions (Holmberg 2015) — for a recent overview of typological work on negation, see
Miestamo 2017. Currently, typological work is underway on various aspects of the typology of
negation: e.g., Veselinova’s work on negative lexicalizations and the relationship between negation
and TAM, Miestamo & Koptjevskaja Tamm’s work on antonyms, Van Olmen’s work on negative
imperatives, and Mauri & Sanso's work on anticircumstantial clauses as well as Miestamo, Shagal
& Silvennoinen’s work on negation in dependent clauses.

In typological work, explanations for cross-linguistic generalizations are most often
sought in the functional properties of the phenomenon under study. Such explanations include, for
example, economy-based explanations of cross-linguistic markedness patterns, e.g. explaining the
markedness of the plural by its lower text frequency as compared to the singular. In this talk,
instead of first presenting typological generalizations on the structure of negatives and then
discussing their possible functional explanations, I will turn the perspective around, start from the
functional properties (semantics, pragmatics, processing etc) of negation and see what kinds of
negative structures they may give rise to. I will discuss ways in which negation differs from
affirmation in its semantics and pragmatics, paying attention for example to the discourse context of
negation, and how such differences can be seen as motivating various cross-linguistically recurring
structural patterns in negatives. This shift of perspective will help us to see connections between
different typological properties of negatives that might otherwise go unnoticed.
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