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German modal particles (MPs) constitute a class of very heterogeneous words (such as ja, denn, 
wohl, etc.). Nonetheless, all MPs share important common properties, e.g. they are sintactically 
restricted to the middle field of the clause and they do not add a clear semantic contribution to the 
proposition, but rather have illocutionary functions (cf. Thurmair 1989). In a diachronic perspective, 
their origin has often been explained by assuming that they have grammaticalized from different 
types of lexemes belonging to several word classes: adjectives, adverbs, conjunctions, etc. (cf. 
Burkhardt 1994, Molnár 2002). The present paper intends to dissipate some erroneous assumptions 
about the grammaticalization paths of MPs and to offer a novel syntactic approach that explains their 
origin and development. By following and elaborating on an idea by Abraham (1991), Diewald (1997, 
2002) and Cardinaletti (2011), I will explore the hypothesis that MPs have an adverbial origin and will 
provide corresponding evidence (also cf. Petrova 2017). In my analysis, I will claim that all MPs 
originate from specific types of lower adverb(ial)s (cf.  Cinque 1999) that are characterized as being 
strong in the sense of Cardinaletti & Starke (1999), which, as I will argue,  become weak sentential 
adverbs under reanalysis (cf. Cardinaletti 2007, 2011, Coniglio 2011, a.o.). If time permits, the same 
will be shown to hold true for similar particles in Romance languages and possibly also in other 
languages. 
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